
WHY DOES MEMBERSHIP MATTER? 

Those who have placed themselves under the Lordship of Jesus and belong to Him, now 
belong to his people.  These people gather in local geographical congregations that make up 

the local church.  The local church is where God’s people gather to: 1) learn the King’s ways 
(the Bible), 2) love the King’s people, 3) worship the King, 4) and be equipped to share the 

King's gospel of grace in Jesus Christ. (Acts 2:41-47; Eph. 1:1)  Furthermore, the Bible 
emphasizes the importance and need for community in the believer’s life.  The local church is 

the primary way this need is met. (Heb. 3:12-14; 10:25)  

WHAT IS CHURCH MEMBERSHIP? 

Membership is a Christian's visible belonging to a local community that fleshes out our invisible 

belonging to the kingdom of God. In Acts 2:41-47 we are told that 3,000 people were 
“added” that day at the preaching of Peter.  Added to what? The only reasonable response is 

that they were added to the body of believers. But it doesn’t stop there, the story then explains 
that these 3,000 did something—namely they devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching, 

to community, and to prayer. In other words, those who came to Christ that day where added 
to kingdom of God, which led them to devote themselves to the local church. 

Thus, church membership is the individuals desire to be connected with a kingdom community 
to be formed into the image of the King.  This means that members are more than just mere 

attenders, but participants in the life and contributors to the well-being of the church.  
Members serve the church and community, use their gifts to help others, learn with others, 

contribute their time and money, and submit to godly leadership.  Because of this, we should 
not think of membership as belonging to club, but as being active citizens of a kingdom.   

HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OF COGGIN?  

At Coggin, Membership is open to all believers and receivers of Jesus Christ—who submit to 

Him as Lord and seek shelter in Him as Savior.  Therefore, if you are a believer and receiver of 
Jesus Christ, and have been baptized according to our distinctives and would like to place your 

membership at Coggin, then the membership process is as follows:  

1. Make your desire to join known (e.g. come forward during the response time of 

morning worship, seek out our encouragers in the FIRST CONNECT room before or after 
services, speak to one of our pastoral staff, etc...).  
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2. Attend FIRST STEPS, our two-part new members class, which meets bi-monthly on the 
first and second Wednesdays of the month.  

3. Meet one-on-one with someone from our pastoral staff so that we can get to know your 
story and how we can best serve you.  

4. Receive a vote of affirmation from the congregation at one of our regular scheduled 
quarterly business meetings (aka Coggin Celebrates).  
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