
 
 

COGGIN U DESCRIPTION 
The mission of Coggin Ave. Baptist Church is to make disciples by leading people to connect with God, 
with others, through service, to the world. Coggin U is a one year program focused on biblical literacy, 
theological understanding, and the ways in which these function to form us into the image of Christ. 
Coggin U our mission by equipping men and women to live as ambassadors in the church, workplace, 
neighborhood, and the world. The three main components that make up the program are Christian 
Story, Christian Belief, and Christian Formation. The intent of the program is to gather participants from 
different areas of ministry and then release them to make disciples where the Lord has placed them.  

CHRISTIAN STORY

One of the foundational beliefs of the Christian faith that leverages both our wonder and praise 
is that God has made himself known through the person of His Son, Jesus the Messiah, as 
revealed by the Scriptures. We will spend time throughout the year in both class lecture and 
discussion talking about the major movements and themes in Scripture. We’ll also look at how 
the story of the Bible informs our stories and how it calls us to life in the Spirit in our current 
cultural moment.  

CHRISTIAN BELIEF

As we move through the story of Scripture, we will pause to highlight foundational beliefs and 
where they arise from the Bible itself. All Christian theology is rooted in what God has revealed 
in His word, therefore, Christian belief is vital to any who would desire to walk with the Spirit. 
Our aim here is not to store up knowledge only, but to expand the view of the object of our 
faith, thus increasing our love for Him.  

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

We will also spend a significant amount of time discussing and practicing how Christian Story and 
Christian Belief form us into the kind of people who live in the world according to the way of 
Jesus the Messiah. The intent is not simply information, but transformation. This will be achieved 
in community and through various practices that have accompanied Christian faith for centuries.  

GOALS 
The ultimate goal of the Coggin U is to make disciples who make disciples. Since discipleship never 
terminates on itself, but naturally multiplies, our prayer is that participants will be given the tools they 
need—in Christian Story, Christian Belief, and Christian Formation—to help others in their pursuit of 
Jesus. The aim for each participant is that they will: 
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1. Gain an understanding and have the ability to articulate the biblical story and primary 
Christian doctrines. 

2. See that the proper end of all theology is the worship of the Father, Son, and Spirit.  
3. Understand how the biblical story and Christian theology function to shape our lives. 
4. Understand that theology is practical. 
5. Equip participants to not simply be consumers of theology, but active reproducers of 

theology.  
6. Commission participants to serve the church and world in light of their gifting.  

SCHEDULE 
COGGIN U  

 Sunday, 4:30-6:30pm 

REQUIREMENTS 
GIVE GRACE 

Through the course of lecture, discussion, reading, and other interactions, disagreement is nearly 
unavoidable. The teachings of Jesus challenge every aspect of our lives—including family 
structure, politics, and authority. Disagreement is not only permitted, but is in fact healthy. 
However, we should never let our disagreement descend into vitriol. Jesus calls us to 
discipleship in community, which presents challenges, but is an opportunity to express Christian 
love. Therefore, let us have the attitude of Christ and not look out for ourselves only, but also the 
interests of others. 

BE PRESENT 

The consistency of the group is a necessity for healthy fellowship and discussion. Each person is 
uniquely gifted by the Spirit and builds up the community in unique ways. Therefore, when one 
person is absent the rest of the group misses an opportunity to glean from their insight. Please 
try to limit your absences to no more than 3 a semester. In addition, our aim is to tend to the 
Lord in the age of distraction. Please commit to silence and put away your cell phone in order 
that we might truly be present.  

ENGAGEMENT

Discipleship in the Gospels looks less like a classroom and more like a family encouraging and 
teaching one another. This type of participation is one of the primary goals of the Coggin U. 
Participants are also encouraged to engage in thoughtful reflection on the lectures, discussions, 
and assignments. Discipleship in community requires vulnerability and courage, knowing that in 
our participation with one another we help form each other in the image of Jesus.  

MULTIPLY
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Coggin U exists in order to produce disciples who produce disciples. The expectation is that 
those participating should be able to answer the question, “What are you learning and who are 
you teaching it to?” 

READING

As a group we will read through the Scriptures, a selected readings manual, and selected books 
throughout the year. In addition, we will interact with each other over these readings. Some of 
that interaction will be scheduled as a group event, while others interactions will take place in 
smaller, informal discussions.  

ASSIGNMENTS

Scripture memory: Each participant will memorize 1 chapter of the Bible during each semester. 
You may choose a chapter not listed, but it must be approved. 

Fall Semester (Choose 1): Psalm 1, Psalm 2, Psalm 8, Psalm 22, Psalm 32, Psalm 97, 
Psalm 110, Isaiah 9, Isaiah 11, Isaiah 25, Isaiah 32, Isaiah 52, Isaiah 53, Isaiah 55, Isaiah 
66. 

Spring Semester (Choose 1): Matthew 5, Matthew 6, Matthew 7, John 1, John 14, John 
15, John 16, Acts 2, Romans 5, Romans 6, Romans 8, 1 Corinthians 15, Ephesians 1, 
Ephesians 2, Colossians 1, 1 Peter 1, Revelation 21, Revelation 22.  

Communal Worship 
For hundreds of years, one of the ways Christians have sought to relive the story of Scripture is 
through observing the Christian Liturgical Year. As a group, we will practice the seasons of: 
Advent, Christmas Day, Ash Wednesday, Lent, Holy Week, Good Friday, Resurrection Sunday, and 
Easter. These days are meant to narrow our focus on specific events in the life of Christ, while 
reminding us that when we follow Jesus by faith, His story is our story. We will celebrate these 
movements in different ways—some we will do as a group, some privately, and some you will be 
challenged to lead in your family.  

Written Assignments  
Each participant will be given a journal to store all writing assignments. Assignments will include, 
but is not limited to: doctrinal statements, close readings of scripture, and prayers. Some written 
assignments will be turned in, so students are asked to download the app TurboScan (free), which 
will allow you to email scanned copies of your written assignments without turning in your 
journal. Writing assignments should be completed before the next class session.  

 Doctrinal Statements can be made in the traditional “I believe…”, or can be framed in a prayer, 
song, or other approved mediums. These statements are not meant to be exhaustive, but simply 
meant to display that you understand the main idea of our core beliefs, i.e. The Trinity, Creation, 
Revelation, Imago Dei, Sin and the Human Condition, the person of Christ, the work of Christ, the 
Resurrection, the Holy Spirit, the Church, and New Creation. See the Appendix for an example of 
a Doctrinal statement. 

Close readings of scripture will be an analysis of an assigned text or texts that will examine the 
literary design, as well as identify key themes. A template can be found in the Appendix.  
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Finally, students will be asked to record prayers as a reflection on certain doctrines or passages of 
scripture. The goal here is to think deeply about our prayers—to slow down and choose our 
words carefully because our thoughts about God, even our secret thoughts, matter. We will 
experiment with different kinds of prayers, such as Trinitarian prayers, prayers of thanksgiving, 
prayers of praise, prayers of lament, etc.  

Readings 

Participants will read selected books over the course of the year in addition to various articles and 
the regular Scripture reading. These readings are pertinent to group discussion as these will form 
the basis of much of our time together. The books are meant to probe the theology we are 
learning and what it means to be a disciple of Jesus in our day. The readings should be 
completed by the date listed in the course schedule.  

Bartholomew, Craig and Michael Goheen, The Drama of Scripture (Primary text) 

Grenz, Stanley J., David Guretzki, and Cherith Fee Nordling. The Pocket Dictionary of  
  Theological Terms 

Reeves, Michael. Delighting in the Trinity: An Introduction to the Christian Faith. 

Smith, James K.A. You Are What You Love. 
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SCHEDULE 
FALL SEMESTER

Date: September 9, 2018 
Topic: Discipleship (Story, Belief, and Formation): The Formative Power of Stories  
Reading: None 
Assignment: Write a journal entry on stories that compete for your affections. How does the Gospel 
correct these competing stories? (to be completed by September 16) 

Date: September 16, 2018 
Topic: Communion with Triune God as the Goal of Discipleship 
Bible Reading: Ephesians 1; 1 Peter 1 
Reading: Complete Delighting in the Trinity by Michael Reeves and“The Christian’s Distinct Relationship 
with The Father, The Son, and The Spirit” from Communion with the Triune God by John Owen 
Assignment: Write a journal entry that answers the questions: 1) What is the doctrine of the Trinity? 2) 
What role does the doctrine of the Trinity play in our understanding of salvation?  

Date: September 23, 2018 
Topic: What is the Story of the Bible? (Doctrine of Revelation)  
Bible Reading: Luke 15  
Further Reading: The Drama of Scripture, pg. 15-27; “God and Scripture” in Word’s of Life, by Ward  
Assignment: Write a journal entry regarding what you believe about the Doctrine of Revelation. 

Date: September 30, 2018 
Topic: Intro to the Torah: Dwelling, Dominion, & Dynasty (Creation and Providence)  
Bible Reading: Genesis 1-2 
Further Reading: G.I. Williamson, “Creation” and “Providence” in The Westminster Confession of Faith  
Assignment: Write a journal entry about what you believe about Creation and Providence. How does the 
doctrine of the Trinity inform your belief? What primary point(s) is the author of Genesis trying to make in 
the creation narratives? 

Date: October 7, 2018 
Topic: Imago Dei and the Human Vocation  
Bible Reading: Genesis 1-2 
Further Reading: Herman Bavinck “Man’s Highest Good,” from Our Reasonable Faith 
Assignment: Write a journal entry about what you believe about the Imago Dei. What current issues are 
we dealing with in our culture that exhibits a foundational misunderstanding regarding what it means to 
be human? (due October 21)  

***Date: October 14, 2018 
Topic: Coggin U Seminar—The Dignity of Human Life: The Imago Dei in our Cultural Moment  
Guest Speakers: Nick Maddox and Chris Dupree  
Reading: None 
Assignment: None 
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Date: October 21, 2018 
Topic: Human Rebellion in Adam through the Tower of Babel (Original Sin and Total Depravity) 
Bible Reading: Genesis 3-11 
Further Reading: Drama of Scripture […] 
Assignment: Pick one narrative from Genesis 4-11 and write a brief analysis. How does the story feed the 
overall theme of Genesis 3-11? How does this mirror or foreshadow what is to come in the Old 
Testament? See the Appendix for a guide.  

Date: October 28, 2018 
Topic: Abrahamic Covenant 
Bible Reading: Genesis 12-22 
Further Reading: Drama of Scripture, […], P.R. Williamson, “Covenant,” from The New Dictionary of 
Biblical Theology  
Assignment: Write a brief summary concerning the purpose of covenant. What are the missiological 
implications of the Abrahamic Covenant? 

Date: November 4, 2018 
Topic: The Exodus, (Redemption, Passover) (or Divine Presence, Redemption)   
Bible Reading: Exodus 1-18 
Further Reading: Drama of Scripture […] 
Assignment: Write a brief journal entry tracing the themes of Dwelling, Dominion, and Dynasty so far in 
the story.  

Date: November 11, 2018 
OFF 

Date: November 18, 2018 
Topic: The Mosaic Covenant  
Bible Reading: Exodus 19-24, 31-34 
Further Reading: Drama of Scripture […] 
Assignment: Write a journal entry discussing the purpose and intent of the law. What was the law meant 
to accomplish in the inner life of Israel? What was it meant to accomplish in relationship to the nations? 
What is the believers relationship to the law?  

Date: November 25, 2018 
Topic: The Davidic Covenant and the Kingdom of God 
Bible Reading: Judges 1-5; 1 Samuel 1-2, 8, 12-17, 2 Samuel 5-12 
Reading: The Drama of Scripture […]   
Assignment: What does the Bible mean when it speaks of “The Kingdom of God”? 

Date: December 2, 2018 (First Sunday of Advent) 
Topic: Wisdom Literature: How to be Good at Life  
Bible Reading: Psalm 1 & 2, Proverbs 8 
Close Reading: Compare and contrast the two depictions of Israel’s crossing of the Red Sea. One is 
narrative ( Exodus 14:1-31) and one is poetry (Exodus 15:1-18). How are they similar/different? How does 
your response differ to the one account expressed through different mediums? 
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Watch: The Bible Project Wisdom Literature Series  
Assignment: Write 3 prayers: 1) A prayer of Trinitarian praise. 2) A prayer in light of Psalm 1, Psalm 2, or 
Proverbs 8. 3) Free Choice.  

Date: December 9, 2018 (Second Sunday of Advent) 
Topic: The Prophets (Sin, Idolatry, Injustice, and Hope)  
Bible Reading: Portions of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel  
Further Reading: Drama of Scripture […] 
Assignment: In your own words, explain the intersection between idolatry and injustice. How does this 
flesh out in our world and how does it manifest in your life? In addition: write at least 3 prayers of lament 
regarding sin, idolatry, and injustice. Think through in your prayers how the Christian ought to lament 
over the way the world is, yet infuses hope into the darkness.  

Date: December 16, 2018 (Third Sunday of Advent) 
Topic: Hope for Dwelling, Dominion & Dynasty Midst of Exile 
Reading: Book of the Prophet Daniel 
Assignment: Write a journal entry around one or more topics. Feel free to write an article, prayer, or 
other form that best suits you. 1) What shape does our current exile take, or where might our exile lead 
us? 2) Express your fears and anxieties. Seek the Spirit and ask what the root of those fears might be. 
How do live the life of faith in the midst of uncertainty? 
Scripture Memory: OT Passage Due (See Page 3) 

- - -  
Christmas Break 
Reading: On the Incarnation by St. Athanasius (Optional)  
Assignment: Continue Advent Guide  
- - -  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