
WHAT IS BAPTISM? 
Christian baptism is a ceremonial act of obedience to the 
Lordship of Jesus, whereby an individual that has professed 
faith in Jesus Christ is immersed in water.  It images the story of 
the Gospel to all who see it and communicates the following 
truths: 

1. The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.  
2. The Christian’s union with Christ in His death, burial, 

and resurrection. 
3. The cleansing and washing away of sin. 
4. The Christian’s new life received by the Spirit.  
5. The Christian’s future resurrection from the dead. 

Baptism also plays a role within the life of the congregation by: 

1. Initiating the one baptized into membership. 
2. Calling the one baptized to submit to the leadership of the church. 
3. Calling the church to love, encourage, and exhort the one baptized. 

WHY SHOULD A PERSON BE BAPTIZED? 
First, a person should be baptized in order to obey the commands of Jesus (Matt. 28:19-21). 
Baptism plays an important part in the Great Commission where Jesus instructs his followers to 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.  

Second, a person should be baptized as evidence that he or she is a disciple of Jesus (Acts 
2:37-41).  This identifies them as a member of the Church and as a fellow disciple of Jesus 
(Eph. 4:4-5, Acts 2:41-42). 

Finally, when a believer is immersed, he or she follows in the baptism of Jesus (Matt. 3:13-17) 
and imitates the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus (Rom. 6:3-4).  

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 
Anyone who is a believer and receiver of Jesus Christ and has shown evidence of a committed 
life under his Lordship should be baptized.  We confess that baptism does not save you. It is 
not a work of man that makes up for something that is lacking in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. However, baptism is necessary insofar as it is an act of obedience and 
faithfulness to the command of Jesus.  

WHAT BAPTISM IS NOT. 
1. Baptism does not save, but rather 

Christ saves. In our obedience to 
Him in baptism we become more 
like Him.  

2. Baptism is not necessary for 
salvation. We believe that 
salvation is God’s work of grace 
freely given to us. We reject that 
any human effort or work, 
including baptism, need be 
added. This should not discourage 
from the believer’s obedience to 
follow Christ in baptism.



  

HOW SHOULD A PERSON BE BAPTIZED?  
Coggin Ave Baptist Church practices baptism by immersion for the following reasons: 

1. Baptism in the Bible and in the early church was by immersion.  We believe it best 
to follow the biblical example unless there is good reason not to (i.e. medical or 
physical obstacles).   

2. The Greek word baptizo literally means to plunge, submerge, or immerse. 

Thus, for those baptized by a mode other than immersion, we would require them to be 
baptized by immersion for membership.   

WHERE SHOULD A PERSON BE BAPTIZED? 

Most baptisms will be performed at the church under the oversight of our pastoral staff so that 
the church family may share in the joy and celebrate with the individual being baptized.  
Baptisms will normally be performed by pastoral staff.  However, pastoral approval may be 
granted for someone other than the pastoral staff to perform the baptism (e.g. parent, spouse, 
neighbor), if they have played a significant role in the individual coming to faith.   

Although most baptisms will be performed at the church, a baptism could occur away from the 
church campus but would require pastoral approval and pastoral presence (or appointed 
pastoral representative) and adequate planning.  The church would prefer a report be given 
and that pictures or video be taken so that we might share in the occasion. 


